changed how we are posting out table of contents on the journal's cover. As the number of papers in each issue kept increasing, the list of those papers became almost impossible to read, at least to my aging eyes. So, with this issue, we are starting to list the papers on the front cover and continuing the list on the back cover, allowing us to significantly increase the font size. This should make it easier to quickly spot the papers you want to read.
Of course, you can easily access all of our papers online, many months before they appear in print, if you are a current member of IMWA. More information can be found at http://www.IMWA.info/assoc iatio ncode s, but the key is that you need to first register with Springer and thereafter type in your IMWA Association Code to get free access to all of these papers. You will receive your individual 2018 IMWA Association Code by e-mail shortly after you pay your 2018 dues, which, by the way, is still only 60 Euros/ year and only 30 Euros/year for students (and you can pay via Paypal in USD or Euros). If you feel that this is a great deal (as I do), please renew your membership and encourage your peers and co-workers to join IMWA; or have your company become a corporate member so that you and your coworkers can all enjoy access to past and pending journal articles.
We are preparing two special issues that you should know about. The first has been organized by Professor Peiyue Li and spans a broad range of mine water research in China. This may surprise some of you, but the research there involves more than just predicting and preventing water inrush disasters, as important as that topic obviously is. By the time you read this, all of the papers for that special issue will be published on-line and we hope to print them in our June issue, if paper-processing technicalities allow.
We also have begun accepting manuscript submissions for a special issue on pit lakes. Thank you, one and all! If you would like to see your name on this list, please go to our journal's web site (http://www.edito rialm anage r.com/mwen) to make sure that you are registered as a reviewer, that your e-mail address is correct, and that your areas of expertise are clearly identified, as we generally use those to select our reviewers. This enables us to select manuscripts for you to review that you may find interesting. If your interests are described and you were somehow not asked to review a paper in 2017, just send me an e-mail and we will make sure that you receive the opportunity to help review papers in 2018.
Finally, in addition to our reviewers, I also want to thank our authors, without which there would be no journal, and you, our dedicated readers, without whom there would be no reason for this journal to exist. I, and the rest of the editorial team, are grateful for your interest and support of this journal and IMWA. We look forward to seeing many of you in a few months in South Africa. If you, like us, are interested in working this conference into your vacation plans, I suggest you check the conference site (http://www.IMWA2 018.info) for information on the accompanying persons' tours and other activities to consider doing in South Africa.
Best Regards, Bob Kleinmann, Editor-in-chief.
